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our mission
TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING  

OF CATS EVERYWHERE THROUGH

Research
Finding ways of preventing and curing diseases of cats  

by supporting breakthrough feline health studies

Education 
Educating veterinary professionals and cat owners about feline 

health by providing timely medical information and by promoting 
public understanding and awareness of feline issues

Outreach 
Providing timely expert guidance and support when unforeseen 

feline diseases or health crises emerge

A Message from the Directors
Dear Friends,

As we celebrate our 45th year of research, discovery and the promotion of the well-being of cats, we pause to take stock of 
the ways in which we strive to achieve this ever-evolving goal.

In last year’s annual report, we highlighted the impact of our research grants program. While this is certainly a vital 
component of our mission, it is only one of the many ways in which we seek to accomplish our goals. Educating veterinary 
professionals is another integral component of our operations, and we aim to provide this education in effective and 
innovative ways so that practicing veterinarians, veterinary students and veterinary technicians can stay up to date on both 
established best practices and innovations in feline medicine. We are also, of course, committed to providing the cat-loving 
public with reliable information and support regarding feline health issues.

All of our activities are consistent with the mission of land-grant institutions (of which Cornell University is an excellent 
example) and their charge to perform research and to educate the public in a manner that enhances their lives. These 
outreach efforts take various forms, from digital formats such as the health articles on our website and social media tips, to 
print materials, to the offering of educational symposia. Perhaps the aspect of our operations that makes us most unique, 
though, is our direct and personal connection with cat lovers and veterinary professionals, examples of which we highlight 
throughout this year’s annual report.

Of course, none of our activities would be possible without the support of friends like you. Together, we form a partnership 
whose mission is a perfect example of the true spirit of outreach, that of making the lives of cats and their owners happier, 
healthier and more meaningful. We cannot thank you enough for your continued dedication to our shared passion. As we 
look to the future of feline medicine and care, we realize that there are many challenges to overcome, but we are inspired 
by the prospect of a better future for cats both locally and around the world.

Warm regards,

Scott A. Coonrod, Ph.D.
Interim Director

Bruce G. Kornreich, D.V.M., Ph.D., 
DACVIM
Associate Director
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The Power of Connection
Connecting cat owners with expert assistance

Our mission at the Cornell Feline Health Center 
is to improve the well-being of cats. While the 
basic and clinical research we fund at the Cornell 
University College of Veterinary Medicine and the 
professional education opportunities we offer 
make great strides toward achieving this goal, it 
is our outreach efforts, and the manner in which 
we undertake them, that makes us unique among 
institutions focused on feline health.

An important aspect of our operations that sets us apart 
is the provision of accurate and reliable information to 
cat lovers and veterinary professionals through personal, 
one-on-one contact. There are several ways that we 
do this, and we routinely hear from those seeking this 
information that they are grateful and surprised by this 
aspect of our operations.

One way that we provide this personal support is via 
phone conversations either directly with our associate 
director or through the Camuti Consultation Service. 
Through this service, callers can, for a small fee, speak 
with one of our veterinary consultants about a variety of 
issues, including preventive health maintenance, internal 
medicine, cardiology, behavior, and oncology. While the 
purpose of this service is not to diagnose disease or 
to provide second opinions, we work hard to provide 
trustworthy information and support to cat owners, serving 
as an adjunct to the care provided by their veterinarian. 
The Camuti service is often the way that we make first 
contact with cat enthusiasts, and many go on to become 
life-long supporters of our mission.

Another way that cat enthusiasts can contact us is through 
e-mail. Last year, we responded to over 700 e-mails from 
cat owners, breeders and veterinary professionals from the 
United States and countries around the world on topics 
ranging from the benefits of different diets for kidney 
disease to the optimal way to treat feline hyperthyroidism, 

and for updates on research focused on feline health. Our 
goal in providing this one-on-one communication is to 
provide reliable education and support to those that contact 
us, and to assure that they are able to access the best 
veterinary care that is available for their cats.

Our social media presence also allows us to provide 
information to our supporters when they have questions 
regarding the well-being of their cats. A great thing about 
this type of communication is that in answering the question 
of one follower, others can see and benefit from the answers 
to questions that they, too, may have.

Technology has certainly progressed since Dr. Fred Scott 
founded the Center in 1974, but the simple power of 
individual connection through these various avenues of 
communication helps us to continue our legacy of helping 
cat lovers make the world a better place for their beloved 
feline friends.
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Our dedicated staff helps connect cat owners with the 
information and resources they need.



Low Stress is Best
Connecting cats and vets

It’s an unfortunate fact that cats are brought to the 
veterinarian far less frequently than dogs are, and far less 
than is optimal for ideal health maintenance. While there 
are many reasons for this phenomenon, a major contributor 
is the reality that bringing a cat to see a veterinarian can be 
very stressful for the cat and, therefore, its owner.

The sources of this stress in cats are multifactorial, ranging from 
aversion to pet carriers and fear of travelling in cars to exposure 
to unfamiliar sights, odors and sounds at the veterinary office. In 
particular, having cats wait in a waiting room with barking dogs and/
or be examined in a room that is full of the scent of dogs can be 
extremely upsetting to our feline friends.

In an effort to promote a more feline-friendly experience for cats visiting 
the Cornell Small Animal Community Practice (SACP), a unique primary 
care and health maintenance facility at the Cornell University College of 
Veterinary Medicine, we worked with SACP faculty and staff to establish 
a feline-only waiting room and feline-preferred examination room. 

Made possible by a generous gift from Ms. June Lanciani, these 
spaces provide cats and their owners with a calmer, less intimidating 
veterinary experience. We anticipate that provision of these dedicated 
rooms (along with other feline-friendly measures that are being 
practiced by SACP faculty, staff and students) will minimize the stress 
associated with feline veterinary visits and prompt owners to bring 
their cats into SACP more regularly.

An important aspect of maintaining good health in cats includes seeing 
a veterinarian at least once a year for a wellness check-up (twice yearly 
for cats 10 years of age or older). By making cats and their owners more 
comfortable with the notion of visiting the veterinarian, it is our hope 
that this will translate into improved health maintenance and well-being 
for the cats that we are dedicated to loving and caring for.

Educating Tomorrow’s  
Feline Practitioners
Connecting dedicated students with innovative education

Educating veterinary professionals is an integral part of our 
mission. Our renowned annual Fred Scott Symposium has 
become recognized as one of the foremost opportunities 
for veterinary professionals to keep up with scientific and 
clinical progress that affects the well-being of cats. Another 
way we connect with our professional DVM members is 
through monthly e-mail updates on advances in feline 
veterinary medicine.

We also take educating future generations of veterinary professionals to 
heart, and our connection to Cornell University’s College of Veterinary 
Medicine (CVM) provides us with a unique opportunity to interact 
with, learn from, and educate our driven, diverse and compassionate 
veterinary student body. 

Among the impressive students here is a group that has a strong interest 
in feline veterinary practice called the Feline Club. Given their desire 
to learn about the latest developments in feline medicine and surgery 
and our mission of advancing feline veterinary education, we recently 
collaborated with the Feline Club to initiate a program in which we 
host CVM faculty for informal and instructive lectures in their areas of 
expertise at the College. All students and house staff (interns, residents) 
of the Cornell University Hospital for Animals are encouraged to attend, 
and dinner is provided. 

Thus far, we have been fortunate to have Dr. John Loftus, associate 
professor, and Dr. Meredith Miller, lecturer and section co-chief, both in 
the Department of Clinical Sciences’ section of small animal medicine, 
educate our students in this informal setting. Dr. Loftus provided an 
outstanding review of feline endoscopy (examination of the GI tract 
using a flexible camera) and Dr. Miller discussed hyperthyroidism, a 
common endocrine disease of cats, in an interactive, case-based format.

Attendees were treated to a true tour-de-force in the diagnosis and 
treatment of important feline diseases. We look forward to continuing 
and expanding this program in an effort to enlighten tomorrow’s 
veterinarians today.
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A New Addition to Our 
Informational Brochures
Connecting cat owners to the latest research and advice

For years, veterinarians and cat owners have relied on our series 
of informational brochures to help answer questions about a 
new diagnosis or behavior problem. Whether explaining the 
management of diseases such as hyperthyroidism, calicivirus, 
and cardiomyopathy, or providing instruction regarding how to 
trim a cat’s nails, administer insulin, or feed a cat appropriately, 
brochure topics have focused primarily on the cat.

Recently, though, we have been touched by stories of owners who have lost 
beloved feline friends and are understandably having a difficult time coming 
to terms with their loss. In spite of the joy, love and affection that cats bring 
to their owners, it is a sad fact that because the lifespan of cats is significantly 
shorter than that of humans, it is very common for those of us who take cats 
into our lives to have to deal with their passing.

Realizing the impact that the loss of a cherished cat can have on their loved 
ones, we have produced an educational brochure with a new focus: the 
owner who has recently lost a feline friend. In close collaboration with mental 
health professionals and veterinary specialists in end-of-life care, our new 
Grieving brochure provides cat lovers with a tool to understand the natural 
process that we all go through when we lose those that we love. It is our 
hope that this information will empower owners to heal and to seek out 
the help that they may need to arrive at a place of peace and tranquility in 
remembering their beloved and cherished feline friends. 

Staff Highlight 
Connecting with cat lovers and 
veterinary professionals

Bruce Kornreich, D.V.M., Ph.D., 
DACVIM

As the associate director of the Cornell 
Feline Health Center and a practicing 
cardiologist at the Cornell University 
Hospital for Animals, Bruce Kornreich has 
many responsibilities; but his favorite part of the job is connecting with 
other cat lovers to address their pet’s health problems.

“A big part of what we do at the Center is communicating with cat lovers 
and veterinary professionals directly, whether in person, through email, 
by phone or through the Camuti Consultation service,” says Kornreich. “I 
think that makes us unique.”

Throughout his career, Kornreich has been trained in both basic and 
clinical sciences, and he has acquired real-world experience that puts 
him in the perfect position to give owners the best advice based on the 
latest research. Apart from a short stint in private practice, he has been 
associated with the College of Veterinary Medicine since 1988; first as 
a veterinary student, then as the college’s first cardiology resident, as a 
researcher, a faculty member and now as an administrator. 

“I love the fact that I can still stay clinically connected,” he says. “It’s really 
important that when people call to speak with me, they’re talking to a 
practicing veterinarian.”

During his time at the College, he has built relationships throughout 
its unique and diverse community. These relationships help him to find 
answers for cat owners, and also enable him to connect scientists and 
clinicians from different fields to further feline veterinary research. The 
Center distributes funds through a competitive grants program – more 
than $600,000 in 2018 – that support research focused specifically on the 
unique health problems of cats. 

“Cats are not small dogs, obviously,” says Kornreich. “They have unique 
behaviors and physiology that we have to consider. We’re here to help cat 
owners, and with their support we strive to achieve the goal of a better 
world for all cats.”

Luis M. Schang

MV, Ph.D.

Director,

Cornell Feline Health Center

    
ABOUT THE 

CORNELL FELINE HEALTH CENTER 

The Cornell Feline Health Center’s mission is to 

improve the health and well-being of cats worldwide. 

Funded solely by the generous support of our donors, 

we provide up-to-date and expert information to cat 

lovers and veterinarians, support basic and applied 

research in cat health, and promote the training of 

veterinary professionals and researchers. 

The Cornell Feline Health Center is a unit of the Cornell 

University College of Veterinary Medicine, and our 

affiliation with this world-class institution of research 

and education promotes a unique collaborative 

environment that fosters innovation focused on 

improving the lives of all cats.

Cornell Feline Health Center

Cornell University

235 Hungerford Hill Road

Ithaca, New York 14853

Phone: 607-253-3414

FHC@cornell.edu

For more information about our programs 

and to learn how you can help, visit:

www.vet.cornell.edu/fhc

Cornell Feline Health Center

Cornell Feline Health Center

are at the greatest risk of infection. To prevent the spread 

of infection, schedule annual fecal examinations for your 

cats, and medicate infected cats as directed by your 

veterinarian. Other preventive measures include wearing 

gloves while handling feces-contaminated material and 

washing hands afterwards. 

Giardiasis is caused by infection with the microscopic 

parasite Giardia. Many animal species (including the cat), 

are susceptible to infection with Giardia, which is passed 

in the feces and usually spread to other animals and 

humans via contaminated water sources, surfaces, or in 

uncooked food items. The symptoms of Giardia infection 

include, diarrhea, flatulence, abdominal cramps, nausea, 

and dehydration. A number of prescription drugs are 

available to treat this condition, and most people that are 

infected make an uneventful recovery. It is important to 

realize that the majority of cases of giardiasis in people 

do not occur as a result of infection by cats, but rather by 

ingesting water or food contaminated by farm animals or 

wildlife.

Toxoplasmosis is caused by the parasitic protozoan 

Toxoplasma gondii. People with weakened immune 

systems and infants whose mothers are infected during 

pregnancy can develop severe illness from this parasite. 

Most people infected with Toxoplasma, however, show no 

overt signs of disease. 

Cats can acquire Toxoplasma by eating infected rodents, 

birds, or anything contaminated with feces from another 

infected animal. An infected cat can shed the parasite 

in its feces for up to two weeks. Once shed in the feces, 

the parasite must  mature for one to five days before it 

becomes capable of causing infection. However, it can 

persist in the environment for many months and continue 

to contaminate soil, water, gardens, sandboxes, or any 

place where an infected cat has defecated. Although 

pregnant women or immunosuppressed individuals are 

often advised to remove cats from the household to 

reduce the risk of toxoplasmosis, direct contact with cats 

is very unlikely to spread infection with this organism. 

Cats can transmit Toxoplasma to people, but humans 

most commonly become infected by eating undercooked 

or raw meat, or by inadvertently consuming contaminated 

soil on unwashed or undercooked vegetables. The 

symptoms of toxoplasmosis include flu-like muscle aches 

and fever, and headache. In rare cases, more advanced 

symptoms such as confusion, seizures, vomiting, or 

diarrhea may be observed.  

Basic hygiene can prevent the spread of Toxoplasma from 

cats to humans. Wear gloves when handling potentially 

contaminated material (for example, when gardening or 

scooping the litterbox), and be sure to wash your hands 

afterwards. Cover children’s sandboxes when not in use 

to prevent wandering cats from defecating in them. 

Pregnant women or immunosuppressed individuals are 

safest when other household members clean the litter 

box. 

Viral Infections

Rabies is a viral disease that is spread through the bite of 

an infected animal. Although most viruses infect only their 

natural host species, rabies is an important exception. 

Cats are highly susceptible to rabies, which attacks the 

central nervous system, causing a variety of signs. Rabies 

is almost always fatal. In people, rabies infections usually 

occur when an infected animal bites a person. In order 

to protect human health, rabies vaccination of cats is 

required by law in many areas. Even if your cat is kept 

indoors, it is important to keep rabies vaccines current 

because cats occasionally escape outdoors, and because 

rabid animals such as bats and raccoons occasionally 

enter houses. To further reduce your risk of rabies, avoid 

contact with wildlife and stray 

animals and see a doctor 

immediately if you have 

been bitten by an animal. 

WHAT CAN I DO TO PROTECT MY 

CAT AND MYSELF? 

Common sense and good hygiene will go a 

long way toward keeping you, your family, and 

your cat free of zoonotic diseases. 

Here are a few simple precautions:

• Wash hands before eating and after 

handling cats.

• Schedule annual checkups and fecal exams 

for your cat.

• Seek veterinary care for sick cats and cats 

with lacerations or puncture wounds.

• Keep rabies vaccinations current.

• Maintain appropriate flea and tick control.

• Avoid letting your cat lick open wounds, 

your face, food utensils, or plate.

• Consider keeping cats indoors.

• Wash cat bite and scratch wounds 

immediately with soap and warm water 

and seek medical attention for cat 

bites and scratches that show signs of 

swelling, discharge, pustules, and that are 

associated with local lymph node swelling.

• Feed cats cooked or commercially 

processed food.

• Scoop litter boxes to remove fecal 

material daily.

• Avoid having immunocompromised 

individuals partake of activities that may 

prompt cat bites or scratches.

• Periodically clean litter boxes with scalding 

water and detergent.

• Wear gloves when 

gardening; 

wash hands 

afterwards.

• Cover 

children’s 

sandboxes 

when not in 

use.

Zoonotic Disease: 

What Can I Catch 

from My Cat?

Help keep the whole 

family safe from 

infectious diseases

C O R N E L L  F E L I N E  H E A LT H  C E N T E R

Feline Dental 
Disease

ABOUT THE 
CORNELL FELINE HEALTH CENTER The Cornell Feline Health Center’s mission is to improve the health and well-being of cats worldwide. Funded solely by the generous support of our donors, we provide up-to-date and expert information to cat lovers and veterinarians, support basic and applied research in cat health, and promote the training of veterinary professionals and researchers. 

The Cornell Feline Health Center is a unit of the Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine, and our affiliation with this world-class institution of research and education promotes a unique collaborative environment that fosters innovation focused on improving the lives of all cats. 

Get the facts on 
signs, prevention, 
and treatment

For more information about our programs and to learn how you can help, visit:www.vet.cornell.edu/fhc

Bruce Kornreich
DVM, Ph.D., DACVIM
Associate Director, 
Cornell Feline Health Center

C O R N E L L  F E L I N E  H E A LT H  C E N T E R
BRUSHING YOUR CAT’S TEETHFollow this four-week training program to get your cat comfortable with daily brushing. You will need:• A cat toothbrush

• Feline toothpaste (human toothpaste is not safe for cats)
• Rewards (either an edible treat or a drink from a favorite water faucet)

WEEK 1: Let your cat become familiar with the smell of the toothpaste. Leave the brush and toothpaste out where the cat can inspect them. Every day, put a dab on your finger, and let him or her smell and lick it. If your cat is shy about tasting it, put a tiny dab near his or her mouth so he or she can lick it off. Give a reward when your cat licks the toothpaste so he or she associates the toothpaste with an enjoyable experience.

WEEK 2: Get your cat used to the taste of the toothpaste. Apply a dab of toothpaste to one of his or her canine teeth every day, followed by a reward.

WEEK 3: Get your cat used to the toothbrush. Put a small amount of toothpaste on the brush and let him or her lick it off. If he or she is shy about licking it, apply a dab near the mouth. Follow with a reward.

WEEK 4: Gently stretch your cat’s lips far enough to insert the brush gently between the lips and gums. Place the bristles at a 45 degree angle to the teeth, aiming for the narrow crevice between teeth and gums. Brush around gently, and work around the upper and lower teeth. It’s only necessary to brush the outside surfaces, as the cat’s own tongue cleans the inside surfaces well.

Scan the QR code to watch our online tutorial or use this link: 
www.goo.gl/EUTIFL

of this destructive process. The cause of tooth resorption is not known.

Clinical Signs
Tooth resorption in cats is usually first identified as a pinkish defect in the tooth at the line where the tooth meets the gums. By the time a defect like this shows up, the tooth is already significantly damaged. Resorptive lesions like these can vary in severity from relatively small defects at the gum line to large defects in the enamel of the tooth crown. Tooth resorption may or may not be associated with gingivitis. 

Tooth resorption can be very painful, so affected cats may be reluctant or unwilling to eat, may drool, turn their heads to the side while eating, and may be irritable. Veterinarians will usually make a diagnosis by examining the mouth and teeth, carefully probing any lesions, and examining X-rays of the head and jaw, which require anesthesia.

Treatment
To treat feline tooth resorption, a veterinarian will aim to manage the cat’s pain, prevent the condition from progressing, and restore the function of the tooth or teeth as much as possible. Your veterinarian may recommend careful monitoring in cases in which lesions are limited to the tooth root and obvious discomfort is not apparent. 

In cases in which a cat is showing signs of pain or discomfort and the lesions extend into the crown of the tooth, it’s best to remove the tooth. If there is significant damage, it can be difficult to extract the entire tooth. In these cases, your veterinarian may consider amputating the crown of the tooth (the part visible above the gum line). Regardless of the treatment, careful follow-up and monitoring are important. 

Cornell Feline Health Center
Cornell University
235 Hungerford Hill Road
Ithaca, New York 14853
Phone: 607-253-3414
FHC@cornell.edu

Cornell Feline Health Center

Cornell Feline Health Center

Check out our website (under “Health 
Information”) for a complete list 
of our brochures and information 
about ordering online. Professional-
level members enjoy a 25% discount 
on brochures and supporting-level 
members get access to PDFs of all our 
informational brochures through our 
members-only portal, so join us today!
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Research Highights
Connecting discovery with healthy outcomes

Laura Goodman, Ph.D.

Solving the mystery of certain heart diseases in cats

Many scientists have searched unsuccessfully for the cause 
of two types of heart disease in cats, endomyocarditis (EMC) 
and endomyocardial fibrosis (EMF). EMC is an inflammation 
of the innermost parts of the heart and appears to develop 
after an infection that causes pneumonia. In older cats, EMC 
is believed to progress to EMF, where extensive scarring 
prevents the heart from functioning effectively. 

To discover the cause of these diseases, Dr. Laura 
Goodman is working with pathologist Dr. Katie Kelley and 
Dr. Jen Grenier, Director of the Transcriptional Regulation 

and Expression Facility at the College. They have developed 
techniques to use preserved samples of heart and lung 
from the Cornell Veterinary Biobank and are applying 
deep sequencing technology to find all of the known and 
potentially unknown viruses and bacteria in both healthy 
and diseased tissues. Through advanced statistical analysis 
performed by Dr. Patrick Mitchell, they hope to identify 
candidate pathogens linked to cases of EMC and EMF, and 
to ultimately develop a diagnostic test. If veterinarians can 
detect the infection early on, cat owners could potentially 
begin treatement earlier and improve outcomes.

Martin Gilbert, MRCVS, BVMS, Ph.D.

Tracking canine distemper virus infection in wild tigers

Tigers face multiple threats to their survival, and their numbers 
have declined by half in the last 20 years. One emerging threat 
to tigers and other wild cats is canine distemper virus. The virus 
is already impacting tigers in the Russian Far East, and its status 
in populations in South and Southeast Asia is unknown. 

Detecting canine distemper virus in wild tigers will be critical 
to developing strategies to reduce its impact, but many 
countries with tigers lack adequate diagnostic capabilities 
and also restrict export of samples. To address this, Dr. 
Martin Gilbert is bringing the test to local laboratories. He 

has been working with labs 
in Thailand and Indonesia 
to establish diagnostic 
protocols and to encourage 
local rehabilitation centers 
to collect samples from 
wild tigers. Next year he will be establishing relationships 
with institutions in India and Nepal, where he hopes to 
increase awareness of canine distemper in tigers and other 
wild carnivores, and to help further focus efforts to protect 
declining populations.

Gary Whittaker, Ph.D.

Better testing reveals unrecognized symptoms of feline coronavirus

Feline coronavirus (FCoV) is a common infection that in 
most cats causes nothing worse than mild symptoms. Within 
some cats, however, the virus mutates into a new form 
that causes inflammation in different body parts, called 
feline infectious peritonitis (FIP), which has been difficult to 
diagnose and is often fatal. 

Dr. Gary Whittaker has developed better testing methods for 
FCoV and FIP that can differentiate between the two forms 
of the virus. By testing a number of sick cats, his research 
team has discovered the viruses in unexpected places. 
Surprisingly, for example, they are finding the virus that 

causes FIP in the respiratory 
tract. They are now going 
back to basics with both 
forms of the virus, to identify 
previously unrecognized 
symptoms and to see if 
FCoV can spread in secretions from the eyes and nose. 
If FCoV is transmitted this way, it may be responsible for 
some of the upper respiratory infections that plague cats in 
shelters. With better testing, infected cats can be identified 
and quarantined, and veterinarians may be able to diagnose 
FIP earlier on. 

Hector Aguilar-Carreno, Ph.D.

Investigating feline morbillivirus and its link to kidney disease in cats

In 2011, a new virus showed up in a group of stray cats in 
China. This virus was later identified as feline morbillivirus 
(FeMV), and since then, it has been identified in Japan, the 
United States and parts of Europe. Veterinarians soon noticed 
that FeMV appeared to be linked to a type of kidney disease 
called tubulointerstitial nephritis. The discovery raised the 
concern that a contagious virus could potentially spread 
chronic kidney disease to cats in many parts of the world. 

Dr. Hector Aguilar-Carreno is investigating this new virus to 
understand how it functions. His lab has worked extensively 

on related viruses, a family 
that includes the highly 
contagious measles virus. 
They are applying the tools 
they have developed to 
understand how FeMV 
enters kidney cells, copies itself and escapes. Aguilar-Carreno 
is already using the knowledge his group is gaining to design 
a vaccine to prevent the infection, and hopes that a better 
understanding of the virus will lead to new therapeutic 
approaches to prevent infectious chronic kidney disease.
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Donor Highlight 

They say that the person doesn’t pick the cat — the cat 
picks the person, and that was certainly the case with 
Mustang Sally. 

Advisory Council member Linda Rossi and her husband, 
Cliff, had never been pet owners, but when they returned 
from a long trip in January 2002 to find a ball of black and 
white fluff on top of their 1966 Mustang convertible, that 
was it. “At that point we had a cat,” said Linda Rossi. “Or, 
as we say, we became Mustang Sally’s staff.”

As Cliff’s career in banking brought them from Washington 
D.C. to Los Angeles, Seattle, New York City and then back 
to D.C., Mustang Sally moved right along with them. She 
was the catalyst that turned them into cat lovers.    

Then in late 2012, Mustang Sally’s health was failing and 
Linda contacted Dr. Bruce Kornreich through the Camuti 
Consultation line. “He was incredible in his support during 
this difficult time,” said Linda. Despite his help, though, 
Mustang Sally ultimately succumbed to renal failure. The 
loss was devastating. 

Impressed by the dedication of Kornreich and the staff 
of the Feline Health Center (FHC), Linda decided to join 
the FHC Advisory Council in 2013. Along with years 
of marketing experience from her time at Hewlett-
Packard, Linda brings a pet owner’s perspective to 
Council discussions. “I think pet owners these days are 
very different from when I was growing up,” said Linda. 
“We spend more and do more for our animals than 
ever before and so understanding what we are looking 
for and how that translates into furthering research 
and treatment for cats is something both Cliff and I are 
passionate about.”

Linda and Cliff live on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, where 
they enjoy kayaking, sailing and taking out their antique 
wooden speedboat into the Chesapeake Bay. Cliff teaches 
finance at the University of Maryland’s Robert H. Smith 

A legacy for a very special cat named Mustang Sally  

School of Business and Linda volunteers at multiple local 
organizations and sits on the board of her local no-kill 
shelter, Baywater Animal Rescue. 

After Mustang Sally, years passed before Linda and Cliff 
were ready to adopt again, but eventually two sisters came 
into their lives – Spooky and Scamper. “They keep each 
other company but also get each other into trouble,” said 
Linda. “They are both very sweet cats and we were lucky 
to find them as a package deal, so to speak.”

As their first cat, however, Mustang Sally will always have 
a special place in their hearts. When Linda and Cliff began 
their estate planning, they discovered that the FHC’s 
mission aligned exactly with their interest in helping cats, 
so they decided to establish a special fund. “We carved 
out a part of our legacy gift to Cornell specifically in the 
name of Mustang Sally for feline research,” said Linda. 
“We thought this would be a nice way to memorialize the 
legacy of the cat that actually got us thinking about all of 
this in the first place.”
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Donor Recognition
July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019

Thank you to our donors at all levels over the past year.  While space prevents us from listing all names, 
please know that your support is deeply appreciated.

$40,000 and above
Ms. Joan E. Henricksen*

$20,000 - $39,999
Dr. Beth J. Benson
Dr. Andrew Faigen
Michael T. and Marjorie V. 

Gasparik Foundation
Jeffery Trust
Dr. Donald C. Powell and
 Mrs. Rita L. Powell
Mrs. Janet H. Wesson

$10,000 - $19,999
Draper Foundation Fund 
Mr. Michael E. Kroboth and  

Ms. Suzanne Kroboth 
Paul and Lea Levine 

Foundation 
Ms. Cynthia Morris Suprenant 
Mr. Robert B. Zoellick and  

Ms. Sherry L. Ferguson 

$5,000 - $9,999
Ms. Elizabeth E. Albon 
Mrs. Ellen V. Crockett and 

Col. Lawrence Carroll 
Crockett 

Ms. Ann R. Hardy*
Mr. Wesley W. Hoffmaster and  

Mrs. Lyn Hoffmaster 
Ms. Rosemary D. Karaka and  

Dr. Robert N. Swanson 
Mrs. Marilyn W. Price 
Ms. Judith A. Rasmussen*
Mr. Kenneth J. Sharigian and  

Ms. Patricia M. Armstrong 
Ms. Kay Stocker 

$1,000 - $4,999
Ms. Lisa Axelrod 

Ms. Kathryn R. Barringham 
Dr. Alan C. Baum and  

Mrs. Andrea Baum 
Ms. Janice N. Bechtel 
Ms. Paula Bennett 
Ms. Allison L. Bergstrom 
Mrs. Suzanne Broderick and  

Mr. John W. Broderick 
Mr. James D. Calore 
Ms. Jane E. Clifford 
Mrs. Mary Ann Clifford and  

Mr. Patrick J. Clifford 
Dr. Steven J. Cohen and  

Mrs. Deborah L. Cohen 
Ms. Kelly Conaty 
Dr. Colleen E. Currigan 
Ms. Sylvia D’Aprix and  

Mr. Barry R. D’Aprix
Ms. Barbara Ditman and  

Mr. Roger D. Ditman 
Mr. Paul A. DuCommun 
Ms. Lisa Ericson 
Ms. Paulette B. Fownes 
Ms. Frances A. Frey 
Dr. Mark N. Frolick and  

Ms. Emily S. Frolick
Ms. Lauren E. Gordon
Mr. James B. Hirsch
Ms. Maria A. Hudson and  

David S. Hudson Esq.
Mr. Ronald W. Hull
Ms. Alice Hutchinson
Ms. Rose-Marie Jacobius
Ms. Sharon A. Kapple
Dr. Peter W. King
Mr. Maurice Latour and Ms.  

Dona Latour
Dr. Ann Marie Warner Lill and  

Mr. Charles G. Lill
Dr. Peter L. Malnati Jr. and  

Mrs. Gail Malnati

Mr. James E. Mills and  
Mrs. Marian K. Mills

Mrs. Gloria J. Modrell
Ms. Jennifer Neel
Pender Pet Caring Foundation
Mrs. Irene R. Penney and  

Mr. Brian J. Penney
Mr. Alex Pettit Jr.
Mr. Charles C. Philipp
Ms. Elizabeth R. Rea
Ms. Diane Reed
Dr. Richard W. Reid
Mr. Mark Rosen and  

Ms. Tamara Kirson
Ms. Regina M. Rubenstein
Mrs. Randi Ellen Scholnick-

Philippidis and  
Mr. Adam Philippidis

Ms. Catherine Schulman
Dr. Fredric Winthrop Scott
Ms. Susan M. Seidman*
Ms. Frances M. Shloss
Dr. Barbara J. Siepierski
Ms. Jaclyn A. Spear
Mr. David A. Spivack
Dr. David D. Stahl and  

Ms. Marcia Stahl
Mrs. Mary Louise Stanton
Dr. John A. Swanson and  

Mrs. Janet L. Swanson
Dr. Carvel G. Tiekert
Mrs. Joanne M. Williams
Mr. J. D. Woods
Mr. Thomas R. Yarborough

$500 - $999
Dr. Robert J. Adams
Mr. William D. Bastow and  

Ms. Patricia A. Green
Dr. Gary Mark Baum and  

Mrs. Judith Solomon Baum
Mr. Louis M. Borgia

Mr. Richard L. Canel Jr.
Mr. Theodore Chu
Ms. Deirdre Claiborne
Mr. Paul W. Creasy
Ms. Carol W. Dean
Ms. Martha Jane Dodge
Ms. Lynn Emmolo
Dr. Robert H. Foley Jr.
Mr. Michael J. Franconi
Ms. Madeleine Frankel
Ms. Ericia Gertsch
Ms. Christine A. Guy
Ms. Ilona Ely Grenadier Heckman
Mr. Tim Hopkins
Ms. Susan Hostler
Dr. John R. Kennedy
Ms. Tamara Killion
Ms. Bettina G. Longaker
Ms. Elizabeth McCrum
Mrs. Patricia G. Meier
Ms. Susan S. Menson
Ms. Margaret A. Miles
Dr. Lloyd E. Miller
Ms. M. Josette Mowlem
Ms. Alyssa Tova Orgel
Mr. Christopher R. Picaut and  

Ms. Patrice Molnar Picaut
Ms. Susan J. Pinciaro
Mrs. Helen B. Putre
Dr. Sharon Romm
Ms. Shelley Rueger and  

Mr. Tim Rueger
Dr. Carole A. Sack
Mrs. Mary Jane G. Scott
Ms. Michele Sharron
Ms. Sandra L. Simpson
Ms. Nancy H. Stetson
Ms. Joan Susha
Mrs. Lois E. Thompson
Dr. Raymond Vasser and  

Ms. Denise Vasser
Dr. Jonathan P. Walker

Mr. Gregory W. Warmuth and  
Ms. Paula J. Warmuth

Dr. Reinemarie T. Willimann
Mr. Charles Yochim

$250 - $499
Ms. Elissa R. Allen
Ms. Elizabeth N. Allred
Ms. Cathy M. Andersen
Mrs. John H. Arnold Jr.
Ms. Kathleen T. Arnold
Ms. Cheryl J. Bard
Mr. Kurt Bauer
Dr. Joshua Seth Baum and  

Ms. Rebecca Propis Baum
Mr. Charles E. Biss
Dr. Peter W. Bloch
Mrs. Jane H. Brighton
Mr. Randolph Broman
Ms. Jacqueline E. Burris
Ms. Maryanne Byrnes
Dr. James P. Childress Jr. and  

Mrs. Barbara Childress
Ms. Ruth Ann Ciaramella
Ms. Rae Clark
Ms. Allison W. Coleman

Mrs. Diane Crain
Ms. Cecelia Daher
Ms. Judith A. Dannible
Ms. Kimberly H. De Visscher
Mrs. Carol S. Duesi
Ms. Pamela Frankel
Ms. Teresa Giacalone
Ms. Lisa Gluck
Ms. Tamberly A. Gobert and  

Mr. John Hinzelman
Mr. Steve Hill
Ms. Retta Holefca
Ms. Victoria P. Hulick
Mr. Lee R. Johnson
Ms. Jennifer E. Jones
Ms. Wilma T. Joyce
Ms. Tiffani Kaliko
Mr. Eric E. Kinder
Dr. Timothy A. Kneen
Dr. Arthur I. Kronfeld
Ms. Gail Kulikowsky and  

Mr. Robert Kulikowsky
Mr. Donald W. Kuty
Dr. Sharon P. Lachette
Ms. Nicole Latchman
Mr. I. Leonard Leeb

Mr. David F. Litz
Ms. Roberta E. Litzinger
Ms. Audrey Lobdell
Ms. Carol A. McKendry
Dr. Nancy L Middleton
Dr. Douglas K. Miller
Dr. Elinor Miller
Dr. Michael H. Milts
Mr. Vivian Morgan-Mendez
Ms. Amy L. Mowrey
Mr. Emil F. Novak
Dr. Karen A. Oros
Ms. Antonia Palazzo
Mr. William H. Pardoe
Ms. Linda Pavey
Ms. Suzanne Pfister
Ms. Linda M. Pivarnik
Ms. Danielle Prill
Ms. Terri Reicher
Ms. Suzanne Rieder
Ms. Debra M. Roe
Ms. Rona Rosenberg
Ms. Dorothy H. Schulz
Ms. Lori Seidenberg
Ms. Emma Simon
Ms. Amy A. Simon-Miller

Ms. Nancy L. Slaybaugh
Ms. Sheila A. Smith
Dr. Mariko H. Soto
Mr. Raymond N. Spinelli
Mr. C. R. Starnes III
Dr. Gayle Elizabeth Sternefeld
Mr. Shepard B. Stone
Mr. James M. Stover and  

Ms. Kathy J. Stover
Ms. Anne Sullivan
Ms. Maleyne M. Syracuse
Ms. Victoria Thomas
Mr. Harley Thronson
Ms. Nancy Barber Van Gieson
Mr. Heber Vellon and  

Ms. Susan Joy Lacey
Mr. Craig Ward
Ms. Laurie Watts-Amato
Ms. Carol L. Weiser
Mrs. Marlene C. Winters
Mr. Foster J. Witthauer

* Denotes deceased
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Clinic Memorial Program Participants
Offering solace and extending the promise of a better future for cats

The Feline Health Center’s Clinic Memorial Giving Program offers veterinarians a special way to memorialize a client’s beloved pet.

Memorial gifts, whether from an individual or a veterinary clinic, provide vital support to realize FHC’s mission to enhance 
the lives of cats and the people who love them. To learn more about our Memorial Gift Programs, please contact our Office 
of Alumni Affairs & Development at: 607.253.3093 or petfriends@cornell.edu.

California
Animal Hospital of Walnut 
The Cat Care Clinic
The Cat Practice
Dr. Kristine Chan
Kensington Veterinary Hospital
Veterinary Specialty Hospital

Colorado
Cat Specialist

Connecticut
Aspetuck Animal Hospital 
Bolton Veterinary Hospital
Chippens Hill Vet Hospital 
Easton Veterinary
Fairfield Veterinary Hospital 
Georgetown Veterinary Hospital
Manchester Veterinary Clinic 
New England Cat Care 
Salmon Brook Veterinary Hospital
Schulhof Animal Hospital
South Wilton Veterinary Group
South Windsor Veterinary Clinic
Suffield Veterinary Hospital

Delaware
Lums Pond Animal Hospital

Florida
A Country Cat House
All Cats Healthcare Clinic
Cat Hospital at Palm Harbor
For Cats Only 

Georgia
The Cat Care Clinic
Cat Care of Vinings

llinois
Animal Hospital of Woodstock
Cat Hospital of Chicago
The Cat Practice
Chicago Cat Clinic 
Lombard Animal Clinic

Louisiana
The Cat Hospital of Metairie

Maine
Windsor Veterinary Clinic

Maryland
A Cat Practice
Cat Hospital at Towson
Cat Sense Feline Hospital
Flower Valley Veterinary Clinic
Layhill Animal Hospital
Triadelphia Veterinary Clinic

Massachusetts
Best Pets Vet Hospital
Brockton Animal Hospital
Cape Ann Veterinary Hospital
The Cat Hospital
Easthampton Animal Hospital
The Feline Hospital
Linwood Animal Hospital
Mattapoisett Animal Hospital
Norwell Veterinary Hospital 

Michigan
Cat Care 
The Kitty Clinic
The Visiting Vet

 

Minnesota
City Cat Clinic

Nevada
Irvine Veterinary Services

New Hampshire
Caring Hands Animal Hospital

New Jersey
Bryan Animal Hospital
Eagle Rock Veterinary Hospital 
Edgewater Animal Hospital
Essex Animal Hospital
Exclusively Cats Veterinary 

Hospital
Green Pond Animal Care Center
Larchmont Animal Hospital
Marsh Hospital For Animals
Oradell Animal Hospital 
Park Ridge Animal Hospital 
Stafford Veterinary Hospital 
Vet On Wheels 

New Mexico
Albuquerque Cat Clinic

New York
Adirondack Animal Hospital
Animal Hospital of Niskayuna
Animal Kind Veterinary Hospital
Animal Medical of New City 
Baldwin Animal Hospital &  

Bird Clinic
Bath Veterinary Hospital
Briarcliff Manor Animal Hospital
Brook Farm Veterinary Center
The Cat Doctor

Central Animal Hospital
Central Veterinary Hospital 
City Paws Animal Clinic
Clark Animal Care Center
Cobleskill Veterinary Clinic
Deer Park Animal Hospital
Eastview Veterinary Clinic 
Farmingville Animal Hospital
Feline Health
Felton Veterinary Services
Dr. Jean Ferreri
Fountain House Veterinary Clinic
Dr. Raymond Hayes
High Peaks Animal Hospital
Highland Animal Hospital 
Hilton Veterinary Hospital
Jacobson Veterinary Clinic
Jeffersonville Animal Hospital 
Dr. Kimberly Kahn
Lyndon Veterinary Clinic
Manetto Hill Animal Clinic
Manhattan Cat Specialist
Manlius Veterinary Hospital
Meadowridge Veterinary Hospital
Moriches Hospital For Animals
Nanuet Animal Hospital
New York Cat Hospital
Newburgh Veterinary Hospital
North Country Veterinary Services
Parkside Veterinary Hospital
Pleasant Valley Animal Hospital
Ridge Animal Hospital
Rye Harrison Veterinary Hospital
Saugerties Animal Hospital 
Sleepy Hollow Animal Hospital
South Towne Veterinary Hospital

Springville Animal Hospital 
Steinway Court Veternarian
Thorn Avenue Animal Hospital
Three Village Veterinary Hospital
Town and Country Hospital for Pets 
University Animal Hospital
Veterinary Center of East Northport
West Chelsea Veterinary Hospital 
Woodbury Animal Hospital 
Wrights Corners Animal Care Center

North Carolina
Cat Clinic of Greensboro
Mayfair Animal Hospital

Ohio
Cat Care Hospital
Cats Only Veterinary Clinic
Veterinary Oncology and Referral Clinic

Pennsylvania
Bloomsburg Veterinary Hospital
Doylestown Animal Medical Clinic
Eagle Animal Hospital
Milford Animal Hospital
Thornwood Veterinary Hospital
University Drive Veterinary Hospital

South Carolina
Creekside Veterinary Clinic

Texas
Dr. Kathy Ann Carlson

Utah
Pet Stop Veterinary Clinic

Vermont
Otterside Animal Hospital

Virginia
Franklin Farm Veterinary Clinic
Godspeed Animal Care
Vienna Animal Hospital

Washington
Cats Exclusive Veterinary Center
Woodhaven Veterinary Clinic

When you make a gift in memory of your client’s deceased pet, your client 
will receive a letter informing them of your kind gesture in addition to a 

copy of our new Grieving brochure. Produced in collaboration with licensed 
social work and psychiatric professsionals, this brochure discusses the 

grieving process, how it can manifest itself in peoples’ lives, and when to 
consider seeking assistance after the loss of a cherished pet. 
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Cayuga Society
Over 150 families have shared that they have 
included the Feline Health Center in their estate 
plans. Welcome to the Cayuga Society! This special 
kindness and generosity has resulted in over $10 
million of investments in cat-specific discovery.

If you have planned to support feline discovery through your 
estate gift — welcome and thank you! Sharing how you 
wish to impact feline health is easy and helps the Center 
plan for future health studies. Please contact us for more 
information or to let us know of your gift plans via email at 
FHC@cornell.edu or by phone at 607.253.3093. 

Ms. Lila R. Abeles

Ms. Janet Alger

Mr. Bill Anderson

Dr. Beth J. Benson

Dr. Jane Bicks

Ms. Mira Bieler

Mr. Erich C. Boehm

Mr. Louis M. Borgia

Ms. Cherry P. Brown

Ms. Linda K. Brown

Ms. Connie J. Canode

Mr. Tony Carbonell

Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Cashman

Ms. Marilyn L. Cassidy

Mr. George Chronakis and  
Mrs. Barbara Chronakis

Ms. Helen G. Ciarletto

Mrs. Mary Ann Clifford and Mr. 
Patrick Clifford

Ms. Jane C. Dent

Dr. Amy Doofenbaker

Ms. Mary Ann Esposito

Ms. Sharon Fairchild

Mrs. Melinda Fortney-Boehringer

Mr. Marcel P. Gagnon and  
Mrs. Theresa D. Gagnon

Paula Gladue, V.M.D.

Ms. Carol Goodrich

Ms. Penelope J. Greene

Kurt and Judith Greenwald

Mr. David F. Gregorski

Ms. Paulette Hepworth

Mr. Taylor R. Hoag

Mr. Randy G. Hopkins

Ms. Susan Hostler

Ms. Kathleen B. Jacklin

Ms. Patricia A. Kachur

Ms. Mary S. Kladnik

Ms. Linda A. Kovalick

Mr. Dennis Lash

Ms. Theresa M. Leadbeater

Ms. Audrey Lobdell

Dr. Carol Lowrey

Ms. Helen Magill

Dr. Mark Maller

Ms. Marilyn Martin

Ms. Marie Matarazzo

Ms. Anita Maurizio

Ms. Carolyn A. Meisenzahl

Mr. Lawrence Messick and  
Mrs. Jean Messick

Dr. Elinor Miller

Mr. Garth Miner and  
Mrs. Mary-Ann Miner

Mr. Stephen H. Mitchell

Mr. Thomas E. Morris

Ms. Christine S. Negm M.S., R.D.

Mrs. Marveen Pakalik

Ms. Carol L. Peterson

Ms. Susan Pinchot

Ms. Linda M. Pivarnik

Ms. Monica L. Prichard

Mrs. Helen B. Putre

Dr. Sharon Romm

Mr. Mark Rosen and  
Ms. Tamara Kirson

Ms. Rona Rosenberg

Mrs. Linda Rossi and  
Dr. Clifford V. Rossi

Ms. Leslie Saltzman

Mr. Roger Schlenker

Mr. Robert Schwartzberg and  
Ms. Marilyn L. Ross

Ms. Nancy L. Slaybaugh

Ms. Phyllis R. Strickler

Ms. Joan Susha

Ms. Karen Swanson

Professor Jean Marie Tardif

Ms. Adrienne Tashjian

Ms. June Tesauro

Mr. Clark Tyler Thompson and  
Mrs. Rose Franck Thompson

Dr. Tina Louise Waltke and  
Ms. Mary Jane Constant

Ms. Fern Weiss

Mr. Douglas Wolford and  
Mrs. Laura Wolford

Mr. Charles Yochim

Anonymous Donors

Names in bold honor new 
members of the Cayuga 
Society.

Financials

EXPENSES TOTAL: $1,177,179 

 52.6% Funding Research Grants

 20.1% Education, Outreach and Programs

 14.9% College and University Support and Services

 5.9% Administration

 6.5% Fundraising and Development

REVENUES TOTAL: $899,364  

 25.5% Endowment Income

 68.5% Gifts and Bequests 

 6.0% Education, Outreach and Services
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235 Hungerford Hill Road
Ithaca, N.Y. 14853 
vet.cornell.edu/FHC
607.253.3414

visit us online at 
WWW.VET.CORNELL.EDU/FHC




